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Guided Reading:  Level L 
 

“At Level L, readers process easy chapter books including some series books, with 
more sophisticated plots and few illustrations, as well as shorter informational and 
fiction books.  They adjust their reading to process a range of genres (realistic 
fiction, simple fantasy, informational texts, traditional literature, and biography, as 
well as some special types of texts such as mysteries).  They understand that 
chapters have multiple episodes related to a single plot.  They learn some new 
content through reading and are required to bring more prior knowledge to the 
process; but the content is usually accessible through the text and illustrations.  At 
this level, readers are beginning to recognize themes across texts (friendship, 
courage), and they understand some abstract ideas.  They see multiple 
perspectives of characters as revealed through description, what they say, think, or 
do, and what others say about them.  They process complex sentences with 
embedded clauses and figurative language.  They recognize and/or flexibly solve a 
large number of words including plurals, contractions, possessives, many multi-
syllable words, many content-specific words, and some technical words.  They read 
silently in independent reading; in oral reading, they demonstrate all aspects of 
smooth, fluent processing” (Fountas and Pinnell).  

 
 
 

Suggested Book Titles for Independent Reading * 
 

TITLE AUTHOR 
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No-
Good, Very Bad Day 

Viorst, Judith 

Amelia Bedelia (any book in the series) Parish, Peggy 
Ben’s Trumpet Isadora, Rachel 
Cam Jansen (any book in the series) Adler, David A. 
Horrible Harry (any book in the series) Kline, Suzy 
If the Shoe Fits Soto, Gary 
Marvin Redpost (any book in the series) Sachar, Louis 
Prehistoric Pinkerton Kellogg, Steven 
The Clue at the Zoo Giff, Patricia Reilly 
The Tiny Seed Carle, Eric 

 
 
* NOTE: Each student’s instructional reading level is indicated on our common assessments; 
an instructional reading level is what a student can read with a bit of guidance and support.  
When selecting a book to be read independently (independent reading level), a student 
should choose a book one or two letters below the instructional reading level.  The 
titles provided here are appropriate for independent reading at this level. 
 
 
 


